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abstract: When it comes to sentencing offenders, the general
public is quick to demand the highest possible sentencing
available, and tends to focus on retaliation and public security
rather than resettlement. Prison sentences are seen as the
default solution for all kinds of offenders, and prison is often
considered a place which best addresses the needs of both
offenders and the general population. Yet, prisons are
overcrowded, expensive and proven to produce high
reoffending rates and they are definitely not the best option
everyone. Alternative models, such as community sentences, on
the other hand, have a reputation of being too soft on criminals,
i.e. not meeting the public s expectations in terms of
punitiveness, and its effectiveness is often doubted. Rather than
interpreting soft on crime in the sense of public perception, I will
relate this to its effectiveness in terms of reoffending rates. In...
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