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Cambridge University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 318 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in.
x 0.7in.In his autobiography, Charles Darwin wrote of his time at Cambridge: I attempted mathematics . . . but I
got on very slowly. The work was repugnant to me, chiefly from my not being able to see any meaning in the
early steps in algebra. This impatience was very foolish, and in aAer years I have deeply regretted that I did not
proceed far enough at least to understand something of the great leading principles of mathematics, for men
thus endowed seem to have an extra sense. First published in 1795 and reissued here in its 1815 sixth edition, The
Elements of Algebra by James Wood (1760-1839) was one of the standard Cambridge texts for decades, so its
presence in Darwins library aboard the Beagle is readily understandable. Then, as now, Cambridge had a high
opinion of itself as a mathematical university. The contents of Woods book give an interesting glimpse of the
standards expected of the less able students. This item ships from multiple locations. Your book may arrive
from Roseburg,OR, La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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